
NIH Policy Workshop
August 25, 2021

Kelsa Bartley, MSI 
John Reynolds, MLIS

Barbara M. Sorondo, PhD, MLIS  



Session Overview
• Intro to NIH Access Policy – John Reynolds

• What is the Public Access Policy, why it is required

• MyNCBI – Kelsa Bartley
• How it relates to the Public Access policy & links to PubMed
• How to sign up for an account
• Other Features

• PubMed Central – Barbara Sorondo
• How to submit manuscripts

• Putting It All Together – John Reynolds



Intro to NIH Access Policy



What is the NIH public access policy?

…the National Institutes of Health ("NIH") shall require … that all investigators 

funded by the NIH submit or have submitted for them to the National Library of 

Medicine's PubMed Central an electronic version of their final, peer-reviewed 

manuscripts upon acceptance for publication, to be made publicly available no later 

than 12 months after the official date of publication. 

https://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm

https://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm


What is the NIH public access policy?
This applies to any manuscript that is:
• Peer-reviewed
• Accepted for publication in a journal 

• (generally a journal listed in the National Library of Medicine Catalog)

• Arises from:
• any direct funding from an NIH grant or cooperative agreement, or
• any direct funding from an NIH contract, or
• any direct funding from the NIH Intramural Program, or
• an NIH employee



What is the NIH public access policy?

In other words… 

Results from publicly funded research 

must be made available to the public.



Other funders besides NIH

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
NIH, ACL, AHRQ, CDC, FDA, ASPR

• Others (U.S. and foreign)
Gates Foundation, Health Research Alliance, Alzheimer's Association, American Heart Association-
American Stroke Association, Autism Science Foundation, Autism Speaks, Cancer Research Institute, 
Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation, Donahue Foundation, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, 
Foundation Fighting Blindness, JDRF, LUNGevity Foundation, Lymphoma Research Foundation, 
Parkinson's Disease Foundation, Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI), Susan G. Komen, 
The V Foundation for Cancer Research, Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance, Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
(HHMI), California Department of Public Health, Canadian Cancer Society, Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research (CIHR), HAL-Inserm, Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC), 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)

• Consult your funding source for confirmation or details

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/public-access

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/public-access


PubMed Central

• A full text archive of journal articles on 
biomedical and life sciences

• Provided by the NIH’s National Library of 
Medicine

• Articles from:
• Journals and publishers who want to make 

their open access content easier to find
• Digitization of historical literature for 

preservation and to increase access
and

• Author Manuscript Deposit



PubMed Central vs PubMed

PubMed Central 

• Repository of Full Text of articles
• Open Access 
• Publicly funded research
• Other content selected by the NLM
• NIH National Library of Medicine
• www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc

PubMed
• Database of bibliographic records

• Titles, abstracts, publishing info & 
metadata

• Free to search & use
• NIH National Library of Medicine
• Medline database plus PMC
• Has links to PMC
• www.pubmed.gov, 

pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc
http://www.pubmed.gov/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/


PMCID or PMID?

PMCID

• A unique identifier used for articles
added to PubMed Central

• Usually in this format: PMC7832765
• Must be included in many grant 

reporting processes
• All articles with a PMCID have a PMID

PMID

• A unique identifier used for citations
added to PubMed

• Usually an eight-digit number: 
33521254 (older articles may have 
fewer)

• Automatically assigned 
• Many citations only have a PMID



What to know before submitting 
your funded manuscript to a journal

• Does the publication agreement allow the paper to be posted in PMC?
• Read carefully

• What version of the paper will be made available?
• Final published version or author’s final peer reviewed manuscript?

• Is there a fee for publication? 
• Do you have funds from the grant or otherwise to pay the fee?

• When will it be available to the public? 
• Will there be an embargo?



What kind of manuscript?

Final published article

• The journal’s authoritative copy
• With publishing edits, copyediting, 

style changes, issue page numbers, 
formatting, etc.

• Also available on publisher’s 
website and/or printed journal

Final peer-reviewed manuscript

• The authors’ final copy
• All changes from peer review and 

editing review processes



What’s an embargo?

• An embargo is a delay in making an article freely available.
• They can be part of individual journal or publisher agreements.
• Availability dates are listed in PMC and PubMed records. 
• To get an article before an embargo date requires a subscription or 

payment:
• A library subscription
• An individual subscription
• Purchase of an individual article or issue



Any questions about: 
NIH Policy?



MyNCBI:
What is it and why use it? 



What is MyNCBI
A tool that retains user information and database preferences to provide customized 
services for a number of NCBI databases, including PubMed.
Allows you to: 

• save searches 
• select display formats
• filtering options 
• set up automatic searches that are sent by e-mail

My NCBI includes other features that help you save your citations and manage peer 
reviewed article compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy (My Bibliography), 
create online professional profiles (SciENcv), highlight search terms, and set 
up Outside Tool preferences for PubMed.

MyNCBI Help Manual
• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3843/
• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3842/#MyNCBI.What_Is_My_NCBI

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53593/#preferences.Outside_Tool
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3843/


Log into 
PubMed from 
the dropdown 
menu to get 
Full Text links

Find It at UM Link to articles in 
uSearch UML catalog

http://calder.med.miami.edu/





Setting Up Your NCBI Account



Go to https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/







MyNCBI Features

•Save searches
•Create collections
•Set-up alerts
•Customize your settings
•Create a bibliography
•Link bibliography with researcher profile



MyNCBI 
Features Page



Creating Search Alerts



MyNCBI Customize Settings: Home Page



MyNCBI Customize Settings: Database Preferences



MyNCBI Create & Manage Your Personal Bibliography



MyNCBI: Link Bibliography with Researcher Profile

•Link bibliography with researcher profile
•NIH Biosketch
•ORCID

•Link to grants



ORCID

• Open Researcher and Contributor Identifier
• ORCID iD is a 16-digit unique identifier.
• Free to register and use your iD.
• ORCID is used around the world by:

• Publishers
• Research organizations
• Funders



Your ORCID ID:

• Distinguishes you to ensure your research outputs and activities are 
correctly attributed to you.

• Reliably and easily connects you with your contributions and 
affiliations.

• Improves recognition and discoverability for you and your research.
• Is persistent – one ORCID ID will last you your entire research career.

Register for your ORCID iD at: https://orcid.org/register

https://orcid.org/register


Any questions about: 
MyNCBI and 
Features?



How To Submit Manuscripts:
PubMed Central



The NIHMS Process

https://www.nihms.nih.gov/login/?next=/submission

https://www.nihms.nih.gov/login/?next=/submission




Method A: Automatic Journal Submission

• Version included in PMC: 
final published article

• Who adds it: journal
• What you need to do: 

• Ensure 
a) Journal is included in this 

category for 
b) The year of your article

https://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm

https://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm


Method B: Manual Journal Submission

• Version included in PMC:
final published article

• Who adds it: journal or 
publisher

• What you need to do: ensure 
a) Journal or publisher is 

included in this category 
b) Pay an open access fee, 

if required

https://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm

https://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm


Method C: Author Submission

• Version included in PMC: 
final peer-reviewed 
manuscript

• Who adds it: author or 
designee

• What you need to do: 
• Submit the manuscript in the 

NIH Manuscript Submission 
(NIHMS) system

https://www.nihms.nih.gov

https://www.nihms.nih.gov/


Method D: Publisher Submission

• Version included in PMC: final peer-reviewed 
manuscript

• Who adds it: publisher
• What you need to do: 
a) Ensure publisher is included in this category 
b) Complete steps in NIHMS as needed
https://publicaccess.nih.gov/Method%20D%20
Publishers
https://www.nihms.nih.gov

https://www.nihms.nih.gov/
https://www.nihms.nih.gov/


Important Reminder
Regardless of which method applies to your article, 

YOU are ultimately responsible for ensuring the article 
is included in PubMed Central as the NIH awardee!



Any questions about: 
Submit Manuscripts 
to PubMed Central?



Putting It All Together



Put it Together
Find grant funded research in PubMed and set up email alerts:
Search for  the grant number just like any other term:

TIP: search both with & without a space after the grant prefix



Search results



Create an alert



Give your alert a helpful name

Choose to get emails

Choose delivery options

Save



Get emails when new research is published



An example
Pyarali F, Iordanov R, Ebner B, Grant J, et al
Cardiovascular disease and prevention among people living with HIV in South Florida. 
Medicine (Baltimore). 2021 Jul 16;100(28):e26631. 
PMID: 34260554; PMCID: PMC8284739.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34260554/

Research from the Miami Center for AIDS Research 
Funded by an award from the NIH - National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Project number P30AI073961

Entered into PMC by the journal – Method A

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34260554/








Calder Library Resources



Resource Guide for Researchers

https://spmed.library.miami.edu/subjects/guide.php?subject=researchers#tab-10

https://spmed.library.miami.edu/subjects/guide.php?subject=researchers#tab-10


Other Calder Training Resources
Individual Librarian Consultations
Group Training

DATABASE TRAINING
• EMBASE
• PubMed 
• SCOPUS

CITATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS
• EndNote
• Mendeley
• RefWorks

STATISTICS WORKSHOPS
• SPSS Introductory
• SAS 
• R & R Studio 
• Tableau
• REDCap 
• Introduction to Meta-Analysis

http://calder.med.miami.edu.access.library.miami.edu/forms/classregistration2.html

http://calder.med.miami.edu.access.library.miami.edu/forms/classregistration2.html








CONTACT US

NAME CONTACT INFO

Learning, Research & Clinical Information 
Librarians reference@med.miami.edu

General Information
& Remote Access

305-243-6403
libraryservices@med.miami.edu

Biomedical Communications
Posters, Graphics, Photography, Videography

(305) 243-6783
biomed@med.miami.edu

mailto:reference@med.miami.edu
mailto:libraryservices@med.miami.edu
mailto:biomed@med.miami.edu


CHAT WITH US
http://calder.med.miami.edu/librarianask.html

http://calder.med.miami.edu/librarianask.html


Connect with Us on Social Media 
Facebook, Instagram & Twitter

@CalderMedLib



The Calder Library is here for U
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